
Modern America- Cooke    Name: _______________________________ 

HOMEWORK: “A Neighborhood Vote” 
Source:  Colbert, David.  Ed.  Eyewitness to America.  New York: Pantheon Books, 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“Neighborhood Vote” continued:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading Questions: 

 

1. What happened on Feb. 17th, 1952 in the garage of a San Francisco, CA neighborhood? 

 

 

 

 

2. What objections did residents make to Sheng purchasing a home in the neighborhood?  Why do you 

think that they did not want him to live there? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What was the impact of hearing 174 votes of “I object” read aloud? How did the Shengs respond to 

the news? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Under U.S. law, the Shengs had a legal right to live there.  The U.S. Supreme Court had previously 

ruled that “restrictive covenants” were illegal.  

 

a. What do you think a “restrictive covenant” is?  DEFINE the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why do you think the Shengs wrote a letter to the residents of the community before the vote?  What 

were they trying to do with the letter? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What kind of “pressure” did the owners of the house, the Densons, experience after announcing that 

they would sell their home to the Shengs?  What threat did residents make to ensure that they backed 

out on the sale? 


